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Boeing Awards Liebherr-Aerospace a New Contract 

December 2013. 

Boeing Commercial Aircraft has selected Liebherr-Aerospace Toulouse SAS, Toulouse 

(France), to design, develop, supply and service the Nitrogen Enriched Air Inerting 

System (NEAIS) regulation valves for the KC-46 Tanker Program. 

 

The KC-46A aircraft is a multi-role tanker derivative of Boeing’s successful 767 

Program. Boeing has been selected by the US Air Force to deliver 179 of the next-

generation aerial refuelling tankers. The airplane will feature additional systems 

compared to the Boeing 767, most notably additional fuel tanks and related safety 

systems.  

 

The regulation valves monitor the air ducted to the system that inerts the fuel tanks as 

fuel is gradually leaving the tank in order to prevent fuel fume-igniting conditions. 

 

Liebherr-Aerospace has designed high-reliability, weight-optimised pneumatic valves 

for this system, derived from existing components developed for commercial aviation, 

with a proven in-service track record and specifically adapted to the demanding 

requirements of this special mission aircraft. 

 

It is the third time that Boeing has selected Liebherr for a critical system. Liebherr 

previously designed the Boeing 747-8 air conditioning and engine bleed and anti-ice 

systems and the Boeing 777-200 LR auxiliary fuel tank pressurization system. 

Liebherr-Aerospace is a leading supplier of systems for the aviation industry 

Liebherr-Aerospace & Transportation SAS, Toulouse (France), is one of ten divisional 

control companies within the Liebherr Group and coordinates all activities in the 

aerospace and transportation systems sectors. 

Liebherr-Aerospace is a leading supplier of systems for the aviation industry and has 

more than five decades of experience in this field. The range of aviation equipment 
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produced by Liebherr for the civil and military sectors includes flight control and 

actuation systems, landing gear and air management systems. These systems are 

deployed in wide-bodied aircraft, single aisle and regional aircraft, business jets, 

combat aircraft, military transporters, military training aircraft, civil helicopters and 

combat helicopters. 

Liebherr’s aerospace and transportation systems division employs over 4,400 people. It 

has four aviation equipment production plants at Lindenberg (Germany), Toulouse 

(France), Guaratinguetá (Brazil) and Nizhny Novgorod (Russia). These production sites 

offer a worldwide service with additional customer service centers in Saline 

(Michigan/USA), Seattle (Washington/USA), Wichita (Kansas/USA), Montreal 

(Canada), Sao José dos Campos (Brazil), Hamburg (Germany), Moscow (Russia), 

Dubai (UAE), Singapore and Shanghai (People’s Republic of China). 
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Regulation valve for the Nitrogen Enriched Air Inerting System 
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