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Press release 
"The whole construction site is happy in 
construction power mode" ⸺ 
– MK 88-4.1E installs noise barriers on the Rhine valley railway line 
– Safety thanks to freely programmable working area limitation: no loads above train traffic 
– Crane positioning area directly on lamppost possible without any problems 

A Liebherr MK 88-4.1E mobile construction crane has installed massive noise barriers as part of 
the four-track expansion of the Rhine Valley railway between Karlsruhe and Basel. The crane 
installed elements weighing 900 kg at distances of up to 43 metres. The intelligent crane control 
system, including the freely programmable working area limitation, ensures a high level of safety 
and prevents the load from swivelling over the ongoing rail traffic. 

Ehingen (Donau) (Germany), 19 September 2025 - Work on the infrastructure project to extend the four-
track railway line from Karlsruhe to Basel has been underway at full speed in south-west Germany for 
years. In the region south of Freiburg im Breisgau, work on the tracks and overhead lines is almost 
complete. Large sections of the new and upgraded line are currently being fitted with noise barriers. 

An MK 88-4.1E mobile construction crane from Arthur Bannasch Transporte GmbH in Wyhl am 
Kaiserstuhl has installed noise protection elements on the busy railway line in Müllheim, Baden. A mobile 
crane with a telescopic boom would not have been able to carry out this work due to the conditions on 
site. The only crane site that did not obstruct traffic was in the immediate vicinity of a six metre high 
street lighting mast. It was also not necessary to close the road to vehicle traffic, as the crane did not 
affect the road's clearance gauge due to its design. 

Crane operator controls from the track bed 

"I had to use my crane to install around 30 elements, each weighing 900 kilograms, for the new noise 
barrier. The largest radius was 43 metres," explains Steffen Held, who has been operating the modern 
mobile construction crane for Bannasch for two years. However, the heaviest components were the steel 
wall frames, which were installed by the MK 88-4.1E with a gross load of around 2.8 tonnes at distances 
of up to 36 metres. Steffen Held controlled his crane from the ground during this job. He was always 
present on the newly constructed track bed when positioning the loads. "Firstly, I can guide the load very 
precisely from here when threading it into the racks and secondly, we were able to work very quickly 
because I could lend a hand when unhooking the load. I did the slinging all by myself anyway. Only one 
other worker from the construction company was needed for the entire operation. The two tracks being 
worked on were not yet open to rail traffic. However, there was a lot of train traffic behind the newly 
installed noise barrier. "With my crane control system, I can programme the crane so that the trolley and 
slewing gear are limited in such a way that the load does not cross the tracks with active train traffic. 
That is of course a major safety aspect." 
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Steffen Held almost prefers to operate his crane by remote control during assembly work. When 
installing large air conditioning systems, he sometimes leaves the crane cab and navigates the heavy 
equipment directly at the installation site. Held appreciates this precision when guiding the load. He also 
appreciates being able to access site power for his crane during his work. "Whenever I spot a site power 
distributor on the construction site, I ask if I can plug in there," he explains. He always has a 15 metre 
three-phase cable for 32 A with him in his mobile construction crane. "Everyone on the construction site 
is always delighted and enjoys the silence." 

"We always have enough work for our two MK88-4.1s," says Armin Bannasch, Managing Director and 
son of company founder Arthur Bannasch. "The cranes are mostly used for green roofs, the construction 
of prefabricated houses, steel erection and, increasingly, for the installation of air conditioning units." His 
driver adds: "And in winter, tree felling is increasingly on my programme. With the 45 metre boom, I can 
get very deep into the gardens from the road." In addition to the two mobile construction cranes, the 
company operates a fleet of vehicles for transport tasks as well as two new smaller Liebherr mobile 
cranes and several lorries with loader cranes. 

About Liebherr-Werk Ehingen GmbH 

Liebherr-Werk Ehingen GmbH is a leading manufacturer of mobile and crawler cranes. Its range of mobile cranes extends from 
2-axle 35 tonne cranes to heavy-duty cranes with a lifting capacity of 1,200 tonnes and a 9-axle chassis. Its lattice boom cranes 
on mobile or crawler travel gear deliver lifting capacities of up to 3,000 tonnes. With universal boom systems and extensive 
auxiliary equipment, they can be seen in action on construction sites throughout the world. The Ehingen site has a workforce of 
5,000. An extensive, global service network guarantees the high availability of Liebherr mobile and crawler cranes. In 2024, the 
Liebherr plant in Ehingen recorded a revenue of 3.19 billion euros.  

About the Liebherr Group  

The Liebherr Group is a family-run technology company with a highly diversified product range. The company is one of the 
largest construction equipment manufacturers in the world. It also provides high-quality, user-oriented products and services in 
a wide range of other areas. The Liebherr Group includes over 150 companies across all continents. In 2024, it employed more 
than 50,000 staff and achieved combined revenues of over 14 billion euros. Liebherr was founded by Hans Liebherr in 1949 in 
the southern German town of Kirchdorf an der Iller. Since then, the employees have been pursuing the goal of achieving 
continuous technological innovation, and bringing industry-leading solutions to its customers.  
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liebherr-mk88-4.1e-bannasch-01.jpg 
From the track bed, crane operator Steffen Held controls the elements for the noise barrier. He particularly appreciates being 
able to guide the load by remote control during assembly work. 

 

 
liebherr-mk88-4.1e-bannasch-02.jpg 
The street lighting pole near the rear of the mobile construction crane does not pose an obstacle – neither when swivelling 
loads... 
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liebherr-mk88-4.1e-bannasch-03.jpg 
... nor during the rapid, fully automated folding of the crane. 

 

 
liebherr-mk88-4.1e-bannasch-04.jpg 
Steffen Held often controls the loads with the remote control... 

  



  

 
   
 

5/5 

  
liebherr-mk88-4.1e-bannasch-05.jpg 
... as was the case when installing this heavy air conditioning unit on the roof of a hospital. 
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