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Press release 

German premiere for Liebherr’s 
most powerful High-Top crane: 
1188 EC-H 40 Fibre supports 
major RWE project in Hürth 
⸺ 
– First deployment of the most powerful EC-H series tower crane in Germany 
– The Liebherr 1188 EC-H 40 Fibre impresses with high load capacity, innovative fibre rope and 

flexible configuration 
– RWE invests around 80 million euros in a CO₂-neutral sewage sludge mono-incineration plant 

A Liebherr 1188 EC-H 40 Fibre is being used for the first time in Germany during the construction 
of RWE’s new sewage sludge mono-incineration plant in Hürth. The most powerful tower crane in 
Liebherr’s EC-H series was assembled by WASEL and is supporting the installation of heavy 
components in confined site conditions. With its innovative fibre technology and impressive 
lifting capacities, the crane is making a decisive contribution to the progress of the project. 

Hürth (Germany), 13 November 2025 – RWE is investing around 80 million euros in the construction of a 
CO₂-neutral sewage sludge mono-incineration plant at its Knapsacker Berg site. From 2026 onwards, 
the facility will thermally process around 180,000 tonnes of municipal sewage sludge per year, providing 
a sustainable disposal solution for the region. For the complex lifting operations on site, the project team 
is relying on the Liebherr 1188 EC-H 40 Fibre. 

An innovative crane for the heaviest loads 

A key feature of this crane is its innovative fibre rope, which offers numerous advantages over 
conventional steel rope. Special foundation work and sensitive lifting operations. 

“In addition to around 40% higher peak lifting capacities, the fibre rope provides up to four times the 
service life, resulting in greater efficiency under the same operating conditions,” explains Michael Klein, 
Project Manager at WASEL Tower Cranes. The rope is also significantly lighter, making handling easier 
and improving safety on site.  
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In Hürth, the 1188 EC-H 40 Fibre has been erected with a hook height of 60 metres and a jib length of 
75 metres. Its performance figures reflect the scale of the project: with a 24 metre radius, the crane lifts 
up to 40 tonnes, even at the maximum radius of 75 metres, the 1188 EC-H Fibre can handle up to 
12.9 tonnes. These capacities make it ideal for the transport and installation of heavy plant components 
that must be positioned with utmost precision and safety. 

Teamwork ensures smooth crane assembly 

At the end of 2024, the 1188 EC-H Fibre was assembled by WASEL’s experienced installation team 
using a 450 tonnes mobile crane. Erecting the crane in the heart of the plant site required meticulous 
logistical planning and close coordination between WASEL, Liebherr Tower Crane Solutions, and RWE’s 
project partners. The crane is expected to remain in operation until the facility’s completion, supporting 
all major assembly tasks. 

For RWE, this project marks an important milestone in its strategic transformation. The Hürth site is 
gradually being converted from fossil-based energy production to sustainable technologies. The use of 
the Liebherr 1188 EC-H High-Top crane highlights how modern lifting technology can make a significant 
contribution to the realisation of large-scale energy transition projects of national importance. 

About the Liebherr Tower Cranes Division 

More than seven decades of experience have made Liebherr a recognised specialist for lifting technology on all types of 
construction sites. The range of Liebherr Tower Cranes encompasses an extensive selection of high-quality tower cranes that 
are used worldwide. This includes fast-erecting, top-slewing, luffing jib and special-purpose cranes as well as mobile 
construction cranes. In addition to these products, Liebherr also offers a wide range of services that complete the company’s 
portfolio: Tower Crane Solutions, the Tower Crane Center and Tower Crane Customer Service. 

About the Liebherr Group  

The Liebherr Group is a family-run technology company with a highly diversified product portfolio. The company is one of the 
largest manufacturers of construction equipment in the world. It also provides high-quality, user-oriented products and services 
in a wide range of other areas. The Liebherr Group includes over 150 companies across all continents. In 2024, it employed 
more than 50,000 staff and achieved combined revenues of over 14 billion euros. Liebherr was founded by Hans Liebherr in 
1949 in the southern German town of Kirchdorf an der Iller. Since then, the staff have been pursuing the goal of achieving 
continuous technological innovation, and bringing industry-leading solutions to its customers.  
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liebherr-1188ech-RWE-wasel-01.jpg 
WASEL Tower Cranes assembling the Liebherr 1188 EC-H 40 Fibre crane. 
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liebherr-1188ech-RWE-wasel-02.jpg 
The Liebherr 1188 EC-H 40 Fibre crane positioned at the centre of RWE’s new sewage sludge mono-incineration plant site. 
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