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Press release 

Liebherr’s fibre rope set for 
success 
⸺ 
– Around 300 Liebherr cranes with fibre rope in operation worldwide and with numbers 

continuing to grow 
– New repair and shortening solutions significantly improve cost efficiency and sustainability 
– Sales partners increasingly rely exclusively on Fibre cranes for their rental fleets 

Liebherr’s Fibre technology is on the rise worldwide: more than 300 cranes equipped with fibre 
rope are already operating successfully on construction sites. Thanks to continuous 
development in close cooperation with sales partners and customers, this innovative hoist rope 
now delivers even greater efficiency, cost-effectiveness, and sustainability. Its repairability, 
extended service life, and flexible convertibility to steel rope make Fibre cranes more attractive 
than ever. 

Biberach (Germany), 20 November 2025 – Liebherr’s Fibre technology is setting new standards in crane 
operation. Through the combination of new rope-shortening options and simple on-site repairability, an 
unprecedented repair rate of up to 85 percent has been achieved. This means that instead of fitting an 
entirely new rope, customers can often continue using the existing one, saving both time and costs. The 
overall service life of the fibre rope has also been extended to up to 14 years. 

Greater efficiency through service innovation 

Feedback from operations worldwide has been directly incorporated into the optimisation of Liebherr’s 
service concepts. “We analysed our partners’ field experience in detail and can now offer tailored 
solutions, both directly on site and through our second life concept for reconditioned spare ropes,” 
explains Jochen Huber, Product Manager for Fibre Technology at Liebherr. 

The technical challenges have been successfully mastered: Fibre cranes now offer advantages in 
removing twist from the hoist rope and, despite the use of care products, require less maintenance than 
comparable steel-rope cranes. 

Easy handling wins over sales partners 

Numerous partners are now deliberately opting for Fibre cranes. For instance, John Paul Construction in 
Ireland has added its own Fibre cranes to their fleet after successful rental projects, while 
Utleiecompagniet AS in Norway has decided to purchase only Fibre cranes for its rental fleet going 
forward. 
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“The advantages of the fibre rope are numerous,” says Kjetil Tettum, Head of Construction at 
Utleiecompagniet AS. “It offers higher lifting capacity, it is easier to handle, requires no lubrication, and 
has a longer service life compared to steel ropes. When Liebherr introduced this solution to us, the 
decision was clear for us, it will always be fibre rope.” 

Repairability drives cost efficiency 

The Beutlhauser Group is also among the pioneers. Benjamin Grillmeier, Head of Construction at 
Beutlhauser, explains: “For us, the advantages go beyond increased lifting capacity. The fibre rope 
technology stands out particularly for its repairability. Downtime on the construction site is practically 
eliminated, as most repairs can be completed within two hours.” For Beutlhauser, the greatest added 
value lies in the ability to perform repairs directly on site, without a second service visit. “The longer 
service life reduces our machine cost per unit. We were already convinced by the advantages of Fibre 
cranes and with the latest improvements, we see our forward-thinking approach fully confirmed. We are 
consciously investing in the Fibre technology for all new acquisitions and are also working to convert our 
existing steel-rope cranes to this new technology. We stand behind the product, we are convinced.” 

“On a construction site, every minute counts,” says Daniel Österle, Technical Trainer at Liebherr. 
“Thanks to the rope’s excellent repairability, our customers can minimise downtime and maximise 
productivity.” This practical benefit is also confirmed by Stefan Westermann, Head of Building 
Construction at Liebherr-Baumaschinen Vertriebs- und Service GmbH, Germany: “Through on-site rope 
shortening and repair options, we significantly reduce downtime on site. Our fibre rope technology 
ensures maximum availability and easy handling. For us, one thing is certain: in the future, we will rely 
exclusively on Fibre cranes.” The ability to repair the rope directly on site is a key feature of Liebherr’s 
Fibre technology. Combined with the rope-shortening option, the risk of downtime has been reduced to 
around two percent, based on service feedback from recent years. 

Feedback from the field is clear: repairability, short installation times, reduced maintenance, clean 
operation, high safety, and impressive lifting capacity all of these make Fibre cranes an economically 
and environmentally sound solution. 

Profitability, investment security and flexibility for the future 

Enhanced repairability through rope-shortening, extended overall service life, and a newly structured 
spare part pricing system have led to a significant reduction in operating costs. Replacement rope costs 
have been reduced by 26 percent, while the Fibre Care extended warranty is now 44 percent more 
affordable. “The cost-efficiency of our Fibre cranes increases through the maximum utilisation of each 
rope,” summarises Jochen Huber, Product Manager for Fibre Rope. 

Further investment security is provided by the ability to convert cranes from fibre rope to steel rope and 
vice versa, lowering the entry barrier to the technology while ensuring long-term flexibility. Many Liebherr 
partners have already made a clear decision, moving exclusively towards Fibre cranes for their rental 
fleets. 
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The combination of higher lifting capacity, simplified handling, economic operation, and sustainable 
resource efficiency makes Liebherr’s Fibre cranes a truly future-oriented solution for the global crane 
industry. 

About the Liebherr Tower Cranes Division 

More than seven decades of experience have made Liebherr a recognised specialist for lifting technology on all types of 
construction sites. The range of Liebherr Tower Cranes encompasses an extensive selection of high-quality tower cranes that 
are used worldwide. This includes fast-erecting, top-slewing, luffing jib and special-purpose cranes as well as mobile 
construction cranes. In addition to these products, Liebherr also offers a wide range of services that complete the company’s 
portfolio: Tower Crane Solutions, the Tower Crane Center and Tower Crane Customer Service. 

About the Liebherr Group  

The Liebherr Group is a family-run technology company with a highly diversified product portfolio. The company is one of the 
largest manufacturers of construction equipment in the world. It also provides high-quality, user-oriented products and services 
in a wide range of other areas. The Liebherr Group includes over 150 companies across all continents. In 2024, it employed 
more than 50,000 staff and achieved combined revenues of over 14 billion euros. Liebherr was founded by Hans Liebherr in 
1949 in the southern German town of Kirchdorf an der Iller. Since then, the staff have been pursuing the goal of achieving 
continuous technological innovation, and bringing industry-leading solutions to its customers.  

Images 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

liebherr-faserseil-01.jpg 
Liebherr’s Fibre technology is setting new standards in crane operation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

liebherr-faserseil-02.jpg 
Dealers increasingly rely exclusively on Fibre cranes for their rental fleets. 

  



  

 
   
 

4/4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

liebherr-faserseil-1188ech-03.jpg 
WASEL tower cranes erecting the Liebherr 1188 EC-H 40 Fibre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

liebherr-faserseil- 520ecb-04.jpg 
The Liebherr 520 EC-B 20 Fibre constructing a bridge in Brest, France. 
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