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Press release 

“Unrivalled counterweight 
solution”: New Liebherr MK120-
5.1E mobile construction crane 
proves its worth at MSG  
⸺ 
– MSG gives a positive assessment of the MK120-5.1E’s first assignments 
– “A very cost-effective crane for operators.” 
– Counterweight concept and three-stage outrigger system prove their worth   

Since last autumn, the Liebherr plant in Ehingen has been delivering the latest model in the MK 
series: the MK 120-5.1E mobile construction crane. Among the first customers was MSG 
Krandienst GmbH, based in Kehl, Baden-Württemberg, which secured one of the new machines 
at an early stage. After nine months of practical use, the management’s assessment is very 
positive. 

Ehingen (Donau) (Germany), 24 June 2026 – “The concept behind Liebherr’s new mobile construction 
crane won me over completely straight away.” With these words, Björn Jatz, managing director of the 
crane service provider MSG Krandienst GmbH, comments on his decision to add one of the first MK 
120-5.1E units to his fleet. The latest addition to Liebherr’s mobile construction crane family has now 
been in operation at MSG since September. Jatz’s verdict: “It’s been performing very well so far. We are 
absolutely delighted with the purchase.”   

“I’d been eagerly awaiting the launch of a compact, five-axle mobile construction crane with these 
performance specifications,” explains Björn Jatz. “When the crane became available, we replaced our 
old MK110 with it, which had served us reliably for many years. We were convinced by the MK crane 
concept very early on and already had the MK 63, the MK 80 and the MK 88 in our fleet. We use the MK 
120-5.1E primarily for installation work where long reach is required: air-conditioning units, ventilation 
systems, roof insulation and steel construction.” 

“Three-stage stabilisation is extremely helpful” 

Kevin Meier is sitting in the crane cab of the MK 120-5.1E on behalf of MSG. He, too, is extremely 
satisfied with his new piece of kit. “The machine has really become very comfortable,” he says. However, 
he particularly appreciates the new three-stage outrigger system: “It makes setting up the crane in 
confined spaces much easier and has already proved extremely helpful on several occasions.” At his 
current construction site in Lenzkirch, a small town in the Black Forest, he has ample space available . 
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“Here I was able to fully extend all the outriggers, but I’ve also worked on sites where the outriggers were 
extended asymmetrically. Up to three different extension lengths for the sliding booms are possible.”  

The job in Lenzkirch is routine for Kevin Meier. Using his mobile construction crane, he is installing 
trapezoidal sheets for the roof structure of a new steel-framed building. From the crane cab, which he 
has raised a few metres, he has a clear view of both the load and the fitters at all times. His verdict: 
“Very clear, very safe.”  Meier carefully lifts the long sheets from the lorry and transports them in batches 
onto the hall roof. The loads weigh in at around 2.3 tonnes gross. The crane achieves reaches of up to 
48 metres. “With full ballast and a reach of 52 metres, I can even lift over two tonnes with the crane.”  

“Efficient ballast concept” 

The MK 120-5.1 mobile construction crane carries most of its ballast – 4.8 tonnes – as standard. An 
additional three-tonne ballast package further improves its performance significantly. “The well-balanced 
counterweight concept – which, incidentally, I consider superior to that of the competition – combined 
with the lifting capacity and reach, simply makes the MK 120-5.1 a superb crane and, for me, was a 
decisive factor in my decision to purchase it, alongside the professional service provided by Liebherr 
Ehingen,” explains Jatz. “For us as operators, it is a very cost-efficient machine.” 

Björn Jatz has been with the company since 2004 and has been managing it for ten years. MSG 
Krandienst GmbH, based in Kehl on the Upper Rhine, not far from the French city of Strasbourg, 
employs 175 staff together with its French subsidiary ‘MSG Levage sarl’. The fleet of 55 mobile cranes 
also includes four large cranes of the LTM 1650-8.1 and LTM 1750-9.1 types. Around 70 per cent of the 
fleet consists of Liebherr equipment. In addition to crane hire, the company is also very active in the field 
of project logistics.  

About Liebherr-Werk Ehingen GmbH 

Liebherr-Werk Ehingen GmbH is a leading manufacturer of mobile and crawler cranes. Its range of mobile cranes extends from 
2-axle 35 tonne cranes to heavy duty cranes with a lifting capacity of 1200 tonnes and a 9-axle chassis. Its lattice boom cranes 
on mobile or crawler travel gear deliver lifting capacities of up to 3000 tonnes. With universal boom systems and extensive 
additional equipment, they can be seen in action on construction sites throughout the world. The Ehingen site has a workforce 
of 5,000. An extensive, global service network guarantees the high availability of Liebherr mobile and crawler cranes. In 2025, 
the Liebherr plant in Ehingen recorded a revenue of 2.83 billion euros. 

About the Liebherr Group  

The Liebherr Group is a family-run technology company with a highly diversified product programme. The company is one of the 
largest construction equipment manufacturers in the world. It also provides high-quality, user-oriented products and services in 
a wide range of other areas. The Liebherr Group includes over 150 companies across all continents. In 2025, it employed more 
than 55,000 staff and achieved combined revenues of over 14 billion euros. Liebherr was founded by Hans Liebherr in 1949 in 
the southern German town of Kirchdorf an der Iller. Since then, the employees have been pursuing the goal of achieving 
continuous technological innovation, and bringing industry-leading solutions to its customers.  
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liebherr-mk-120-5-1e-msg-lenzkirch-01.jpg 
Precise material handling: The MK120-5.1E lifts packages containing long trapezoidal sheets directly from the lorry onto the 
steel structure. 
 
 
 

 
 
liebherr-mk-120-5-1e-msg-lenzkirch-02.jpg  
Enhanced safety: A direct view of the load and fitters thanks to the infinitely adjustable cab position. 
 
 
 

 
 
liebherr-mk-120-5-1e-msg-lenzkirch-03.jpg  
“Extremely comfortable”: Kevin Meier particularly appreciates the MK 120-5.1E’s user-friendly operation during day-to-day use 
on construction sites.  
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liebherr-mk-120-5-1e-msg-lenzkirch-04.jpg  
Fully automatic: the modern mobile construction crane sets itself up and takes itself down at the touch of a button.  
 

 
 
liebherr-mk-120-5-1e-msg-lenzkirch-05.jpg  
Highly manoeuvrable: Five different steering programmes assist with manoeuvring on confined construction sites.  
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