
  

 
   
 

1/3 

Press release 

Game of Cranes returns: Liebherr 
is looking for the world’s best 
mobile crane operator 
⸺ 
– Nomination and application phase starts on 1 October 2026 

– Regional preliminary rounds: community voting and expert panel determine qualification 

– Grand final: five regional winners will compete at the Liebherr plant in Ehingen in 2027 

Following its successful debut last year, Game of Cranes is returning: companies from around 

the world can once again nominate their best crane operators. Participants will demonstrate 

precision, dexterity and nerves of steel in a series of demanding challenges. Community voting, 

evaluation by a Liebherr expert panel and five regional qualifying rounds will pave the way to the 

grand final in Ehingen in 2027. 

Ehingen (Donau) (Germany), 29 September 2026 – Crane operators perform demanding work on 

construction sites around the world while carrying significant responsibility. With Game of Cranes, 

Liebherr shines a spotlight on their skills and highlights the companies behind them that invest in training 

and qualification. The competition seeks to identify the number one mobile crane operator in the world.  

And here’s how to take part: 

Nomination: From 1 October to 13 November 2026, companies can nominate their mobile crane 

operators for the competition via an online form. Nominations must be submitted by the administrator of 

the company’s MyLiebherr account. Mobile crane customers of Liebherr worldwide are eligible to 

participate. 

Application: Nominated crane operators will receive an e-mail containing a link that allows them to 

upload a photo and an application video by 13 November 2026. The application is considered complete 

once the required content has been uploaded.  

Voting: All valid applications enter a public community vote. At the same time, a panel of Liebherr 

experts evaluates the submissions. The combined results determine the overall ranking. Whether 

operating a 2-axle crane or a 1,200-tonne machine, the most impressive deployment is what counts. The 

more votes a video receives, the better the chances of qualification.  

Regional preliminary rounds: The top five crane operators in each region qualify for their respective 

regional event and compete on behalf of their company. At five Liebherr locations around the world, 

participants will face practical challenges that reflect real-life operating conditions. The winner of each 

regional qualifier secures a place in the international final. 
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Final: The five best crane operators will be invited to Ehingen (Germany) in June 2027. Whoever 

prevails in the disciplines of safety, dexterity and technical understanding will not only earn the title of 

Game of Cranes champion. The Liebherr customer they represent can also proudly claim to employ the 

world’s best mobile crane operator.  

Prize: The top three winners will receive vouchers for their companies to redeem in the Liebherr Shop 

(€2,500 for first place, €1,250 for second place and €500 for third place). The vouchers have no expiry 

date and can be used across multiple purchases.  

The final will take place during Liebherr’s Customer Days in 2027. More than 3,000 crane enthusiasts 

from around the world are expected to attend and cheer on the finalists. The reigning champion, Scott 

White of City Lifting, will also share his experience and expertise to help crown the new number one. 

About Liebherr-Werk Ehingen GmbH 

Liebherr-Werk Ehingen GmbH is a leading manufacturer of mobile and crawler cranes. Its range of mobile cranes extends from 

2-axle 35 tonne cranes to heavy duty cranes with a lifting capacity of 1200 tonnes and a 9-axle chassis. Its lattice boom cranes 

on mobile or crawler travel gear deliver lifting capacities of up to 3000 tonnes. With universal boom systems and extensive 

additional equipment, they can be seen in action on construction sites throughout the world. The Ehingen site has a workforce 

of 5,000. An extensive, global service network guarantees the high availability of Liebherr mobile and crawler cranes. In 2025, 

the Liebherr plant in Ehingen recorded a revenue of 2.83 billion euros. 

About the Liebherr Group  

The Liebherr Group is a family-run technology company with a highly diversified product programme. The company is one of the 

largest construction equipment manufacturers in the world. It also provides high-quality, user-oriented products and services in 

a wide range of other areas. The Liebherr Group includes over 150 companies across all continents. In 2025, it employed more 

than 55,000 staff and achieved combined revenues of over 14 billion euros. Liebherr was founded by Hans Liebherr in 1949 in 

the southern German town of Kirchdorf an der Iller. Since then, the employees have been pursuing the goal of achieving 

continuous technological innovation, and bringing industry-leading solutions to its customers.  
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liebherr-game-of-cranes-contest.jpg  

In June 2027, the world’s best mobile crane operators will once again compete in various disciplines at the Liebherr plant in 

Ehingen. 
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liebherr-game-of-cranes-key-visual.jpg  

Safety, dexterity and technical understanding are required here: Liebherr is looking for the customer with the world's best mobile 

crane operator. 
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For more information and application, scan the QR code or go to liebherr.com/game-of-cranes to access Game of Cranes. 
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